






FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS WINTER CANOLA? HOW IS IT DIFFERENT THAN SPRING CANOLA?

Winter canola is planted in the fall and overwinters to be harvested in the early summer. By comparison, spring canola is 
planted in early spring and harvested in the fall. The plants are similar in terms of their biological makeup, although winter 
canola has better tolerance to cold and freezing. Due to its longer growing season, winter canola yields are about 20% to 30% 
higher than those of spring canola. Winter canola can be used in your current double-cropping system (as a rotational crop 
following corn or soybean) or on acres that are fallow in winter.
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WHAT IS THE GROWING SEASON FOR WINTER CANOLA?

Winter canola is planted in mid- to late September following the summer corn or soybean crop. Winter canola will sprout  
in about 5 to 7 days under the right conditions and requires around 600 GDUs to reach between 5 and 8 leaves with  
a stem diameter of 1/2" – 3/4". This ensures the best situation for  
winter hardiness before becoming dormant (overwintering) during  
the coldest part of the winter. In early spring, the winter canola  
restarts growth and is typically harvested in late May or early  
June, making it a great companion for  
double-crop soybeans.
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DOES WINTER CANOLA REPLACE WINTER WHEAT IN THE ROTATION?

No. Winter canola can be used in rotation with winter wheat since it needs 2 to 3 years before planting in the same  
field for disease prevention.

DOES WINTER CANOLA REPLACE CORN OR SOYBEANS IN RENEWABLE FEEDSTOCK PRODUCTION?

No. Demand for corn and soybeans is forecasted to continue to be strong, and winter canola isn’t a replacement for  
those crops.

HOW IS THE CERTIFIED WINTER CANOLA PROGRAM DIFFERENT THAN COMPETITOR PROGRAMS?

Pioneer is building on a century of breeding and agronomic expertise to deliver a locally adapted winter canola hybrid, 
increasing your chances of a successful harvest. Plus, the partnership with Bunge Chevron Ag Renewables can help 
provide market stability and contract assurances that all production from enrolled canola acres will be purchased. 
Simply put: Competitor programs don’t have access to Pioneer technology and agronomic support, and they don’t 
have the downstream market that’s been established through this partnership with Bunge Chevron Ag Renewables.

WHY DOES THE WINTER CANOLA CROP NEED TO BE CERTIFIED?

The increasing demand for renewable energy sources has driven a surge of regulatory requirements and government 
incentives. To take advantage of the incentives offered by the Certified Winter Canola Program, participating 
farmers need to certify their winter canola crop with the International Sustainability and Carbon Certification (ISCC). 
ISCC certification provides documented proof to crop buyers that your winter canola meets ISCC sustainability 
requirements, which allows you to:

•	 Access competitive prices for crops.
•	 Comply with and access the growing renewable fuels market.
•	 Demonstrate your commitment to sustainable agriculture.

All farmers participating in the Certified Winter Canola Program’s ISCC certification process will receive a personalized 
sustainability report that explains how to further enhance sustainability practices so they can potentially take 
advantage of other sustainable agriculture markets and opportunities.

DO I NEED DIFFERENT EQUIPMENT TO PLANT AND HARVEST WINTER CANOLA?

No, you will not need new or different equipment to plant and harvest winter canola. You can use traditional wheat,  
corn, and soybean planting and harvest equipment with minimal retrofits. Incorporating winter canola into a rotation  
is easy because it fits right into current cropping systems. It follows traditional timing and equipment used for winter 
wheat crop rotations.

WHAT KIND OF YIELDS CAN I EXPECT FROM WINTER CANOLA?

Yield results for the inaugural crop of winter canola are exceeding expectations. Based on university trials, we 
anticipated yields of 45–55 bu/A, with the potential to be higher based on individual operations. On multiple farms 
covering 3,500+ acres, here are the results:

Note: Farm average yields ranged from 43 to 60 bu/A. 
*Weighted farm averages

WESTERN KENTUCKY WEST TENNESSEE

PIONEER YIELD (Bu/A)* 55 Bu/A 52 Bu/A
PIONEER BRAND PT303 PT303

FARMS 11 2

ACRES 2,697 860



JOIN US IN THIS PROGRAM!

Take the necessary steps to bring even more innovation and revenue to your farm operation.

REACH OUT TO YOUR LOCAL PIONEER OR BUNGE CHEVRON AG RENEWABLES REPRESENTATIVE 
WITH ANY QUESTIONS AND GET SIGNED UP FOR THE PROGRAM TODAY!

CONNECT WITH US

Pioneer® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labeling and purchase documents.
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